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Whe $6,000 Lomeshies 
Vat. Braceros flork 


By daily count approximately 56,000 
people were left on the streets with-~ 
out work at the Stockton farm labor 
pool area. Since April 24, 1963, 
AWOC has conducted a count daily and 


by August 1, the total had reached 
56,682 jobless workers. 

This number is not to be taken 
lightly, because it represents very 
real and individual persons who early 
eegh morning gather on Market, Main, 
El Dorado, Center and Commerce Sreets, 


In hundreds, they mill around for 
hours at dawn in hopes of finding 
employment on the farms around this 
areas By 6:30 in the morning, when 
most people are just arising, they 
either have found a day's employment 
orhave hopelessly lost another day. 
The buses and trucks are gone. 
Meanwhile, the Mexican Nationals are 
furnished not only with work but are 
guarenteed such work, and the camps 
which once housed domestic workers 
are now occupied with imported Mexi- 
ean contract laborers. 
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More Bracero$: Supports 


we Sensible Froyran 

“We urge the Congress to enact 
voluntery national farm employmen: 
service which will give opportunity 
and dignity to American agricul tura! 
workers." The program referred to 
by AFL ~ CIO Legislative Directo: 
Andrew J. Biemiller, is Senate Bill 
527, introduced by Senator Harrison 
A, Williams, Jr., Democrat fromN.J. 

S-527, said Biemiller, is a cons- 
tructive alternative to reliance on 
imported farm workers. 

The Bracero program should not be 
allowed to continue because it under- 
mines wages and standards for Ameri- 
cen farm workers on awholesale basis. 

It could well be, said Blemiller, 
that offering higher wages would 
create adequate labor while present 
wages may induce a labor shortage. 

He asked that S-527 be enacted wit! 
provisions for crew leaders, elimi 
nating inducements to workers outsid 
employment areas, eliminating depres- 
sing wage standards and unnecessar:. 
qualification for farm work and : 


resent farm workers in contracting employment agreements. 
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Owned and operated by organized labor in Fresno, Madera, Tulare and Kings Counties 


The farm placement office in California is still playing footsie 
with the big growers on braceros. And is still horsing domestic farm 
workers around so they cannot get the jobs which are rightfully 
theirs. 

The farm placement office is a branch of the California 
department of employment and is supported by our taxes. 

The latest breach of faith by the farm placement office took 
place in Fresno late last week. 

Representatives of the Agricultural Workers Organizing 
Committee (AWOC) and the Packinghouse Workers were 
checking with the office on the number and location of braceros 
who were to be used in the Fresno County melon harvest 
operation. 

They inquired about getting at least some of the 1700 prospec- 
tive jobs for domestic workers especially because there are large 
numbers of unemployed farm workers now in Fresno area. Also, 
the law under which braceros are imported requires that domestic 
workers be given preference on the jobs. 

Farm placement boys said, “Sure.” 

The union boys asked farm placement to recruit mem on West 
Tulare street where the farm workers gather early each morning for 
the shape up. : 

Farm placement said the state office couldn’t do that and 
couldn’t require growers to do that. 

The unionists pointed out that the law requires the growers to make 
reasonable and continuing efforts to recruit local workers as a condition 
for getting braceros shipped in from Mexico. They said that a reason- 


ment boys still play 
: raceros 


rowers on 


able effort could not be assumed until the growers and/or the farm 
placement tried to get workers on the street. 

Farm placement boys said that press releases were sent out 
and that ads were placed in Fresno Bee. A long argument ensued, 
Farm placement boys remained stubborn. Neither they nor the 
growers would recruit off the street. The men would have to come 
to the farm placement office to register. 

Where is the farm placement office? Just 91, blocks from the 
West Tulare shape up area, Finally the farm placement boys 
relented. A little. They agreed to come to the AWOC office if the 
unionists could come up with a crew of men (15). AWOC office 
is Just 142 blocks from the shape area. 

The next morning at 6 am., 15 farm workers gathered at the 
AWOC office. One of the representatives called farm placement 
Nobody answered, although the office was supposed to open at 6 a.m. 

One of the representatives got in his car and drove over to 
farm placement, He announced that there was a crew of 15 men 
at AWOC, They wanted to work in the melons. Would farm place- 
ment send over a man to register the people? 

The man at the farm placement window rushed to the back of the 
office and made two phone calls in a hushed voice. 

No, he said, farm placement would not send a man over to 
register the workers. The workers would have to come to the 
office to register. He couldn’t do anything about it. Those were 
his orders. 

The unionists hauled the 15 workers over to the farm placement 
office. 

First, the farm placement boys tried to refer the men, not to a 
ranch for work, but to the farm placement office in Five Points, 
some 35 miles from Fresno. From there they would be referred 
to 2 job. None of the men had a car, 

The unionists objected. They said the farm placement boys had 
agreed that if the men were available, the growers would be required 
to come to Fresno and pick them up. After all, they go to Mexico to 
pick up braceros. 

The farm placement boys relented, They would register the 
workers in Fresno. A bus would come in and pick them up. 

The. unionists returned to AWOC office. The workers stayed at 
farm placement. It was about 8 am. 

At 11:45 a.m., AWOC got a call from farm placement. The bus 
had not arrived. The bus would not arrive ever. Twelve of the 
workers had gotten tired of waiting and had shoved off at 11:30 a.m. 
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The remaining three would be referred to the Agricultural Labor 
Bureau. This is a private agency, which gets the braceros for the 
growers. From this bureau, the men would be referred to a grower. 
A pick up from the bureau was to stop by the farm placement office 
and pick them up. The three have not been heard from since. 

This is how the farm placement office, fed by our taxes, acts 
to protect job opportunities for local workers. 

How do you like it? 

This week farm placement put out another press release on the need 
for cantaloupe pickers. The tiny story was earried on the financial page 
of a local daily newspaper. That is the page which farm workers read 
to see how their stocks and bonds are doing. 
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Four Areas Need | 


Melon Pickers 


The farm placement service} 
reported that cantaloupe pick- 
ers are needed in the Five! 
;| Points, Huron, Firebaugh and} 
: Mendota areas. 
as hs | Workers should apply at 
Evershp 1.20 ithe farm labor offices in Fres- 

no, Selma, Sanger, Reedley, 
Kerman, Firebaugh and Five; 
Points. The offices are open 
until 6 PM, 
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AFL-CIO President Asks fop CWil fights Action 


Presidt George Meany, ' stating the truth when 
in behalf of AFI~CIO, they say qualified Negro 


urged immediate action workers are not availaile. 


on the President's civil ; Qualified young Negroes 
rights bill, with even should have equal access 
stronger meesures and to apprenticeship train- 
perticular emphasis on ing inskilled crafts. 
equal job opportunities Mr. Memy acknowledged 
to Negro workers -- the candidly some “wrong- 


“vital issue" that would headed" thinking m Negro 


give real meening to rights exists in some 
civil rights. sabaente of labor, but 


Equal educational oppor- the AFL-CIO is doing its 
tmities through public _cutmost to change this. 
Sahool desegregation was |. Questioned ahout Negro 
urged by Mr. Meany, ag membershipin some trade 
employers are sometimes unions, he pointed out 


from the August 2, 1963 
Weekly Newsletter of the 
California Labor Federation, AFL-CIO 


on $$ 
y 


that some have many, 
others few Negro members. 
Mr. Meenyis opposed to 
giving super-preference 
in hiring to Negroes at 
the expense of others as 
some Negro leaders Gamemd 
to atone for pastin 
justices. 
| This form of vengeance 
‘would destroy seniority 
entirely, end those who 
‘destroy it would find 
| they too, would have no 
: rights to stay on the job 
/and no appeal if fired. 


FEDERATION CONSUMER GILL SIGNED 


ABUSE ENDED — Governor Edmund G. Brown signs AB 481, 
protection measure sponsored by the State AFL-CIO, into law while Thos. L. 
Pitts, Secretary-Treasurer of the California Labor Federation (left) and As- 
semblyman John Francis Foran (Dem-S.F. at right) look on. The new faw 
bans “‘deficiency’ judgments’ and’ requires creditors to make a choice be- 
tween repossessing merchandise or suing for the unpaid balance. They will 
ro longer be permitted to do both. 


a consumer 


